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mankind. The course of events lias shown that this canal
can not be built by private enterprise, or by any other nation
than our own; therefore it must be built by the United
States."

In the same message, he said of the treaty:
"By it our interests are better safeguarded than in the
treaty with Colombia which was ratified by the Senate at its
last session. It is better in its terms than the treaties of-
fered to us by the Eepublics of Nicaragua and Costa Eica.
At last the right to begin this great undertaking is made
available. Panama has done her part. All that remains is
for the American Congress to do its part and forthwith this
Eepublie will enter upon the execution of a project colossal
in its size and of well-nigh incalculable possibilities for the
good of this country and the nations of mankind.' *

In the special message of January 4,1904, he said of the
offer of General Eeyes, already quoted, to have the treaty
ratified by the Colombian Congress provided the President
would uphold Colombia in declaring martial law and sup-
pressing the Panama revolution:

"I pass by the question as to what assurance we have
that they would now keep their pledge and not again refuse
to ratify the treaty if they had the power; for, of course,
I will not for one moment discuss the possibility of the
"United States committing an act of such baseness as to
abandon the new Eepublie of Panama.7'

In the same message he thus referred to the "conspiracy"
slanders:

"I tesitate to refer to the injurious insinuations which
have teen made of complicity by this government in the
revolutionary movement in Panama. They are as desti-
tute of foundation as of propriety. The only excuse for
my mentioning them is the fear lest unthinking persons
might mistake for acquiescence the silence of mere self-
respeet. I think proper to say, therefore, that no one con-
nected with this Government had any part in preparing,